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Instructions for completing this template 
When completing this template for the project design description, the instructions provided shall be 

followed. Annexes may be amended for supporting information.  

If sections in the template do not apply to the project, do not delete them. Instead, explain why they're 

not applicable. 

The project proponent shall identify, consider and use relevant criteria and procedures for every stage of 

the GHG project. Where criteria and procedures are unavailable, the project proponent shall use relevant 

current good practice guidance. The project proponent shall select and apply established criteria and 

procedures from a recognized origin, if available. Here, good practice guidance comes from recognized 

origin referring to industry practices and associations, similar projects, benchmarking, or others that are 

fit for purpose. Note that the instruction provided is for guidance and doesn't provide an exhaustive list 

of information needed to conform to GCR requirements and ISO 14064-2. 

Delete all instructions, including this introductory text, from the final document. 
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Project Design Description 
Basic Information 

ID of project   

Project name Project Name  

Project proponent   

Representative Name, title, email, tel. 

First date of submission  

Date of validation  

Version number of the PDD  

Date of version  

Host country(ies)  

Host country approval 
☐ Yes 

☐ No 

Sectoral scope of project activity  

Grouped project ☐ Yes 

☐ No 

Other requirements applied  

Methodology(ies) applied and 

version number 
 

Type (CDR, avoidance, hybrid) ☐ CDR 

☐ Avoidance 

☐ Hybrid 

MRV cycle:  

Other certifications:  

Estimated annual average GHG 

emission mitigation (t CO2-e) 
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1. Project Description 
1.1 Purpose, Objectives, and General Description of the Project  

Provide a summary and a general description of the project in order to provide an understanding of 
the nature of the project, including: 

- Project title. 
- Conditions prior to initiation of the project. 
- Technologies/measures to be utilized and/or implemented. 
- Project boundary. 
- Baseline scenario. 
- Estimate of annual average and total GHG emission mitigation. 

 

 

1.2 Project Type and Sectoral Scope 

Provide information on the type of project, i.e., carbon removal/sequestration, avoidance/reduction, 
or hybrid, and information on the sectoral scope of the project. Further, please specify if the project is 
a grouped project. 
 

 

1.3 Location  

Project location, including organizational, geographic, and physical location information, allowing 
for the unique identification and delineation of the specific extent of the project, including physical 
address (host country, region/state/province, city/town/community, street name and number, and 
geographic coordinates, link to an aerial photo of the location). For grouped projects, identify each 
specifically. KML or CSV files may be submitted separately.   

 

1.4 Conditions Prior to Initiation 

Provide information on conditions at the project site prior to the implementation of project activities.  

 

1.5 Technology Applied 

Technologies/measures to be utilized and/or implemented, including: 
- List the facilities, systems, and equipment installed and/or modified. 
- The types and levels of services provided by the facilities, if any, to other facilities, outside the 

project boundary. 
- Arrangement of facilities, systems, and equipment. 
- Age and the average lifetime of equipment utilized based on the manufacturer's 

specifications and industry standards. 
- Installed capacities, load factors, and efficiencies. 
- Energy and mass flows and balances of the facilities, systems, and equipment, if necessary. 
- Monitoring equipment and their location in the systems. 

Technologies/measures existing prior to implementing the project at the same site, as applicable, 
including the equivalent information listed above on the facilities, systems, and equipment. 
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1.6 Aggregated GHG Emission Mitigations 
Provide information on aggregated information on the impacts of the project activities. 

Table 1: Aggregated GHG Emission Mitigations 

Year Baseline scenario 

(tCO2e) 

Estimated project 

mitigations (tCO2e) 

Estimated leakage 

(tCO2e) 

Estimated net GHG 

emission mitigations 

(tCO2e) 

Year 1     

Year 2     

Year 3     

Year …     

       

Annual 

average 

    

 

1.7 Roles and Responsibilities 
Roles and responsibilities, including contact information of the project proponent and other project 

participants, amend as needed. 

1.7.1 Project Proponent(s) 

Organization Name  

Role in the project  

Contact person  

Title  

Address Address (street name, zip, city, region, country, weblink to physical address)  

Telephone Telephone number with country code 

Email  

 

1.7.2 Others Involved in the Project 

Organization name  

Role in the project  

Contact person  

Title  

Address Address (street name, zip, city, region, country, weblink to physical address) 

Telephone Telephone number with country code 
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Email  

 

1.8 Chronological Plan/Implementation 

Provide a chronologic plan or actual dates for:  
1. Start date 
2. Baseline period 
3. Termination of the project  
4. Frequency of monitoring, reporting, crediting period  
5. Validation and verification activities.  

 

1.9 Eligibility 

Describe and argue how the project meets eligibility criteria and the GCR program in general.  

 

1.10 Funding 

Public funding received, if any, provide information on the sources of the public financing. Provide a 
summary of funding of the project and supplement information for fulfillment in an Appendix. 

 

1.11 Ownership 

Evidence of ownership of the project and any IP utilization/ownership in relation to the project 
activities. Supplement information for fulfillment in Appendix 

 

1.12 Other Certifications  

Provide information if another form of GHG-related environmental credit has been received or 

applied for. Include all relevant information about the GHG-related environmental credit and the 

related program 

 

1.13 Participation under Other GHG Programs 

Provide information on whether the project has been registered or is seeking registration under other 
GHG programs. If the project has been registered under any other GHG program, provide the 
registration number and details. If any other GHG programs have rejected the project, provide 
relevant information, including the reason(s) for rejection and justification of eligibility hereunder. 
 

 

1.14 Other Benefits 

If the project contributes to achieving any other benefits, such as sustainable development goals, 

provide information on how and include any provisions for monitoring and reporting. 
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1.15 Host Country Attestation 

Provide information if the project has obtained a letter of assurance and authorization from the host 

country or countries where the emission mitigations occur. The letter may be provided in Appendix.  

 

1.16 Eligibility criteria for Grouped Project 

Provide eligibility criteria for inclusion of new project activities under grouped project.  

 

1.17 Additional Information 

Provide additional relevant legislative, technical, economic, sectoral, social, environmental, 

geographic, site-specific, and other information relevant to the project's eligibility, net GHG emission 

mitigations, or quantification of the project's net GHG emission mitigations. Further, discuss any 

information that may be excluded from public disclosure due to confidentiality. 
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2. Crediting  
2.1 Project Start Date 

State the start date of the project activity in the format of dd/mm/yyyy. 
 

 

2.2 Expected Operational Lifetime or Termination Date  

The expected operational lifetime or termination date of the project in years and months. 
 

 

2.3 Crediting Period 

Crediting period for the project in years. 

 
 

 

  



 

GCR project design description v1 

 

 

10 

3. Safeguards 
3.1 Statutory Requirements  

Identify relevant local, regional, and national laws, statutes, and regulatory frameworks and 
demonstrate compliance. 

 

3.2 Potential Negative Environmental and Socio-Economic Impacts 

Identify potential environmental and socio-economic impacts due to the implementation of the 
project and steps taken to mitigate them.  

 

3.3 Consultation with Interested Parties and Communications 

Identify interested parties to the project and describe consultation conducted with them prior to 
validation. Include details on actions taken to appropriately engage interested parties and solicit 
comments (e.g., dates of announcements or meetings, periods during which input was sought) and 
documentation of outcomes, action taken due to comments, the process of continuous 
communication, relevant statutory requirements. 

 

3.4 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Summarize any environmental impact assessments carried out concerning the project. Describe any 
measures and steps taken to meet the outcome of the assessment. Supporting information may be 
provided in Appendix. 

 

3.5 Risk assessment  

Identify risks that could substantially affect the project's GHG emissions mitigations. Describe any 
measures and steps taken due to risk assessment to mitigate risk  
 

 

3.6 Additional Information on Risk Management 

Additional information on measures, adverse effects on ecosystems or local communities, risk 
management processes, and methods. 
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4. Methodology 
Please provide details in the following sections if a methodology is applied to the project.  

4.1 Reference to the Applied Methodology  

Title, version, and reference number) of: 
- Selected methodology. 
- Any other methodologies or methodological tools to which the selected methodology refers 

to. 
- Link to the applicable website to referenced methodologies and methodological tools. 

 

4.2 Applicability of Methodology  

Justify the selected methodology's applicability by demonstrating that the project activity meets the 
applicability conditions of the methodology. Explanation of documentation used for the justification 
and provide references or include documentation in Appendix. 

 

4.3 Deviation from Methodology 

Describe and justify any deviations from the methodology. Include evidence to demonstrate that the 
deviation will not negatively impact the conservativeness in quantifying GHG emission mitigations and 
conformity to ISO 14064-2.  

 

4.4 Other Information Relating to Methodology Application 

Provide other relevant information regarding the application of a methodology, e.g., any revisions or 
ongoing development of a methodology.  
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5. Additionality 
Demonstration of project additionality according to GCRs additionality requirements, applied 
methodology, other applied documents, and applicable provisions for demonstration of additionality.  

- If the demonstration involves steps, describe how each step is applied and document the 
outcome of each step in a transparent manner. Identify methods selected to demonstrate 
additionality. Transparent manner of presentation, i.e., in the form or a separate appendix, 
with all relevant data used (variables, parameters, data sources, etc.), on how additionality of 
the project is demonstrated. 

- In applying investment analysis, list all relevant assumptions and parameters used in the 
analysis and apply benchmark analysis, clearly indicating the benchmark. In cost comparison, 
describe scenarios compared.  

- For each step, provide a demonstration at the appropriate benchmark level. 

 

5.1 Level 1 - ISO 14064-2 GHG Emissions Additionality 
Summarize how the project scenario is additional to the baseline scenario according to GCRs 

additionality requirements. 

5.2 Level 2a – Statutory Additionality  
Demonstrate how the project scenario is additional to relevant statutory requirements in the host 

country according to GCRs additionality requirements. 

5.3 Level 2b – Non-enforcement additionality  
Demonstrate how the project scenario is additional subject to non-enforcement of statutory 

requirements in the host country according to GCRs additionality requirements. 

5.4 Level 3 – Technology, Institutional, Common Practice Additionality 
Demonstrate how the project scenario is subject to implementation barriers or its implementation can 

accelerate the deployment of technology or activities according to GCRs' additionality requirements. 

5.5 Level 4a – Financial Additionality I 
Demonstrate how the project scenario faces financial limitations that revenues from the sale of carbon 

credits could mitigate according to GCRs additionality requirements. 

5.6 Level 4b – Financial Additionality II 
Demonstrate how the project scenario faces significant financial limitations or lack of revenues, where 

the sale of carbon credits is the only source of revenues according to GCRs additionality requirements. 

5.7 Level 5 – Policy Additionality 
Demonstrate how the project scenario goes beyond its host country’s climate objectives and lies outside 

the scope of the host country's climate action strategy towards its NDC, according to GCRs additionality 

requirements. 
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6. Baseline Scenario  
Identify and justify the baseline scenario, following the procedure set out in the applied methodology 
and any relevant tools or the criteria and procedures established for determining the baseline 
scenario according to section 6.4 in ISO 14064-2 where considering: 

a) the project description, including identified GHG SSRs; 
b) existing and alternative project types, activities, and technologies providing the equivalent 

type and level of activity of products or services to the project; 
c) data availability, reliability, and limitations; 
d) other relevant information concerning present or future conditions. 

Where procedures involve several steps, describe how each step is applied and clearly document the 
outcome transparently.  
Explain and justify key assumptions, rationale, and methodological choices. Provide all relevant 
references. 
Describe existing conditions prior to implementation of the project activities and the baseline 
scenario for the project. Explain and include any references for how the project is established in 
accordance with applicable provisions for the establishment of baseline scenarios1 
Provide and explain all data used to establish the baseline scenario (variables, parameters, data 
sources, etc.). Provide all relevant documentation and/or references. 
If present, describe alternative project types, activities, and technologies that can provide similar 
types and levels of activity of product or services to the project.  
Compare and explain how the project activity's types and levels of services would differentiate from 
the baseline scenario. 
Provide a section on the data availability for the baseline and project and elaborate on the reliability 
and limitations of this data. 

  

 
1 Please see section 6.4 and A.3.4 in ISO-14064-2 for further description about determining the baseline scenario 
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7. Project Boundary 
Provide criteria and procedures for identifying and assessing GHG SSRs controlled, related to, or 
affected by the project. Define the project's boundary, including the physical delineation of the 
project and which sources and GHGs are included. List GPS coordinates for each GHG SSRs as 
applicable for identification.  
 
Please identify and provide a list of all SSRs and respective GHGs that fall within the project boundary 
in the table below.2 

 
Table 2 Identification of GHG SSRs 

Identification of relevant GHG SSRs  

Please identify all GHG SSRs relevant to the baseline and the project and label accordingly. The GHGs shall be 

assessed, and justification for any inclusion or exclusion shall be provided 

SSR Controlled/ 
related/ 
affected 

GHGs Included/ 
excluded 

Justification/ 
explanation 

Coordinates 

B
a

s
e

li
n

e
 

Source 1  CO2   64.1310887,-21.9129961 

Source 1  CH4   64.1310887,-21.9129961 

Sink 2  CO2   64.1313236,-21.914243 

Reservoir 

3 

 CO2   64.1327886,-21.914456 

P
ro

je
c
t       

      

      

 

  

 
2 Please see section 6.3, 6.5, and A.3.2 in ISO-14064-2 for further description for identifying GHG SSRs relevant to 
the project and baseline scenario 
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8. Quantification of GHG emission mitigations 
In the following section, procedures for quantifying the baseline project emissions shall be provided, 

followed by a procedure for quantification of leakage emissions (affected SSRs). Net GHG emissions 

mitigation shall be forecasted annually, taking into account baseline and project emissions and leakage.  

8.1 Criteria and Procedures for Quantification  
Please describe the criteria and procedures, including relevant equations, for quantifying GHG emissions 

and/or removals for selected GHG SSRs. Based on applied criteria, procedures, or methodologies for 

baseline emissions, project emissions, and leakage. The project proponent shall quantify GHG emissions 

and/or removals separately for  

1: each relevant GHG for each GHG SSR relevant to the project and  

2: each GHG SSR relevant to the baseline scenario. 

8.1.1 Baseline emissions 
Baseline emissions are calculated as follows: 

𝐵𝐸𝑦 =  𝐵𝐸𝐹𝐶𝑦
+  𝐵𝐸𝐸𝐶𝑦

+… (1) 

Where:  

BEy  = Baseline emissions in year y (tCO2-e) 

BEFCy = Baseline emissions from fossil fuel combustion in year y (tCO2e) 

BEECy = Baseline emission from electricity consumption in year y (tCO2e) 

… 

8.1.2 Project emissions 
Project emissions are calculated as follows: 

𝑃𝐸𝑦 =  𝑃𝐸𝐹𝐶𝑦
+ 𝑃𝐸𝐸𝐶𝑦

+… (2) 

Where: 

PEy  = Project emissions in year y (tCO2-e) 

PEFCy  = Project emission from fossil fuel combustion in year y (tCO2-e) 

PEECy  = Project emissions from electricity consumption in year y (tCO2-e) 

…  

 

8.1.3 Leakage  
Project leakage emissions are calculated as follows: 

𝑃𝐿𝑦 =  𝑃𝐿𝐹𝐶𝑦
+  𝑃𝐿𝐸𝐶𝑦

+… (3) 

Where: 
PLy  = Project leakage in year y (tCO2-e) 
PLFCy  = Project leakage from fossil fuel combustion in year y (tCO2-e) 
PLECy  = Project leakage from electricity consumption in year y (tCO2-e) 
… 



 

GCR project design description v1 

 

 

16 

 

8.2 Quantification of Net-GHG Emissions and/or Removals 

Please describe criteria, procedures, or methodologies for quantifying net GHG emissions and/or 
Removals, including relevant equations and parameters monitored3.  
 
Provide a transparent ex-ante calculation in the table below of baseline emissions, project emissions 
(or, where applicable, direct calculation of emission reductions), and leakage emissions expected 
during the project's crediting period and net GHG emission mitigations, applying all relevant 
equations established or provided in applied methodology  
Use estimates for data or parameters not readily available and monitored during the crediting period 
of the project activity.  
Document how equations are applied that enable the reproduction of calculation. Where relevant, 
provide additional background information and/or data in Appendix, including relevant spreadsheets. 
 
Net GHG Emission Mitigations are calculated as follows: 

𝐸𝑀𝑦 =  𝐵𝐸𝑦 − 𝑃𝐸𝑦 − 𝐿𝐸𝑦 +… (4) 

Where: 
EMy = Net GHG Emissions Mitigations in year y (tCO2-e)  
BEy  = Baseline emissions in year y (tCO2-e) 
PEy  = Project emissions in year y (tCO2-e) 
PLy  = Project leakage in year y (tCO2-e). 

 

Table 3: Estimated Net-GHG Emissions and Removals 

Year Estimated baseline 

emissions or 

removals (tCO2e) 

Estimated project 

emissions or 

removals (tCO2e) 

Estimated leakage 

(tCO2e) 

Estimated net GHG 

emission mitigations 

(tCO2e) 

Year 1     

Year 2     

Year …     

     

Total      

 

8.3 Risk Assessment for Permanence  
If there is a risk for reversal of CO2 reductions or removals for the project, please provide the risk 

analysis and buffer determination.  

Describe established and applied criteria, procedures, and/or methodologies for assessing the risk of 

 
3 Please see section 6.7 and 6.8 in ISO-14064-2 for further description on quantification of GHG emissions and/or 
removals 



 

GCR project design description v1 

 

 

17 

reversal of GHG emission reduction or removals. If criteria and procedures are unavailable, the project 

proponent shall use relevant current good practice guidance. 

Internal, external, and natural disturbance risks shall be included, such as political, project management, 

financial, market, and other relevant risks. Please justify any inclusion and exclusion of risk factors. The 

identified risks shall be classified in terms of the probability of occurrence and described in this section. 

Include the impacts of reversal and measures taken to mitigate the risks. 
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9. Management of data quality 
Describe quality management procedures to manage data and information relevant to the project and 

baseline scenario, accompanied by the uncertainty assessment. Ensure that the management 

procedures include a description of how data is maintained and recorded. Describe the information 

management system used in the project. Location and retention of stored data and data management 

that includes a procedure for data transfers between different systems or documentation forms shall be 

included. 
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10. Monitoring 
10.1 Monitoring Plan 

Provide a detailed description of the monitoring plan for the project activity that includes procedures 
for measuring or otherwise obtaining, recording, compiling, and analyzing data and information 
important for quantifying and reporting GHG emissions and/or removals relevant to the project and 
baseline scenario, calibration of equipment and documentation of data collected. The monitoring 
plan and, as applicable, information on parameters in section 10.2 shall include  

a) purpose of monitoring; 
b) list of parameters being measured and monitored; 
c) types of data and information to be reported, including units of measurement; 
d) origin of the data; 
e) monitoring methodologies, including estimation, modeling, measurement, calculation 

approaches, and uncertainty; 
f) monitoring frequency, considering the needs of intended users; 
g) monitoring roles and responsibilities, including procedures for authorizing, approving, and 

documenting changes to recorded data; 
h) controls that include internal data checks for input, transformation, and output, and 

procedures for corrective actions;  

 

10.2 Data and Parameters Remaining Constant 
Complete the table below for all data and parameters determined to remain fixed throughout the project 

crediting period (copy the table as necessary for each data/parameter). 

Data / Parameter Data/Parameter 

Unit Indicate the unit of measure 

Description Brief description of the data/parameter 

Origin of data Indicate the source(s) 

Value applied Provide the value applied 

Justification of choice of 

data or description of 

measurement methods and 

procedures applied 

Justify the choice of data source, providing references where applicable. Where 

values are based on measurement, include a description of the measurement 

methods and procedures applied (e.g., what standards or protocols have been 

followed), indicate the responsible person/entity that undertook the 

measurement, the date of the measurement, and the measurement results. More 

detailed information may be provided in an appendix. 

 Purpose of Monitoring 
☐ Calculation of baseline emissions 

☐ Calculation of project emissions 

☐ Calculation of leakage 

Comments Provide any additional comments 
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10.3 Data and Parameters Monitored 
Complete the table below for all data and parameters monitored during the project crediting period 

(copy the table as necessary for each data/parameter). 

Table 4 Data and parameters to be monitored 

Data / Parameter Data/Parameter 

Unit Indicate the unit of measure 

Description Brief description of the data/parameter 

Origin of data Indicate the source(s) of data 

Value applied Provide estimation on value  

Justification of choice of 

data or description of 

measurement methods and 

procedures applied 

Justify the choice of data source, providing references where applicable. Where 

values are based on measurement, include a description of the methods and 

procedures applied including estimation, modeling, measurements, calculation 

approach, and uncertainty. More detailed information may be provided in an 

appendix. 

Monitoring frequency Frequency of monitoring. Please provide a chronological plan or determined dates 

 Purpose of data 
☐ Calculation of baseline emissions 

☐ Calculation of project emissions 

☐ Calculation of leakage 

Quality assurance and 

control 
QA/QC 

Comments Provide any additional comments 
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Appendix 
Use appendices for supporting information. Delete if not used.  


